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Welcome to the

l The Owl Creek Gazette is published monthly at 208 South Second

Street in Greenville, IL 62246.

l Don and Jan Stover are co-publishers/co-editors of the publication.

l Advertizing rates available at: owlcreekgazette.com or by calling the

office at 618-580-8766. Inquiries may also be made by emailing us at:

jan@owlcreekgazette.com

l Current and archived issues of the Owl Creek Gazette are also avail-

able online at owlcreekgazette.com

l Office Hours:

Open Tuesday, Thursday and Friday: 1:30pm-5:30pm

with extended Hours on Wednesday: 1:30pm-:30pm

Saturday: 10am-3pm, Closed Sunday and Monday

l Annual Subscriptions to the Owl Creek Gazette are $24.

l Find us on facebook and twitter: Owl Creek Gazette

l Copyright © 2013 by Owl Creek Gazette All Rights Reserved.

No part of this publication may be reproduced without the prior writ-

ten permission of the publisher.

our monthly publication dedicated to serving the self-reliant

living and Do-It-Yourself community in and around South

Central Illinois, in print, online and most recently through our

podcast, “Creekside with Don and Jan”.

From Jan’s Desk ....

From Don’s Desk...
“Boy... that’s the smell of  MONEY”

I remember being a small boy and getting stuck behind a manure

wagon with my dad as I complained.  “Boy... that’s the smell of

MONEY”, he shouted with a sheepish grin.  ‘Farmers collect

that manure and spread it on their fields... better than store-

bought fertilizer and a damn-site better for you too.”

“But why is it money?”  Glad you asked he said, “It’s kinda like stored

energy, converted, not lost but recovered when you put it back into the cycle of

life. Plants nourish the animals, animals convert it to waste, and the plants get it

back as nitrogen, phosphorus, and broken down matter that all returns to build

the soil back up again. If that farmer doesn’t have to buy fertilizer, it’s like

money in the bank.”

Nowadays we hear of county ordinances prohibiting disposal of solid waste,

offending your neighbor with mellifluous odors, or smoke from burning,

composting or otherwise engaging in the process of country life.  Parting out a

car because it’s NOT worth more than the sum of its parts.  Irritating the new

neighbor with a way of life your family has conducted for generations can be a

sticky thing for sure.  Especially since they just paid $13,000 an acre plus 300K

for the house.  They have a RIGHT to live in their pastoral dreamland. Right?

Big buzzer sound here.  It depends.

If you are the type of neighbor that thinks government is a “top-down”

proposition and that you can use a code enforcement officer to do your dirty

work for you, then more’s the pity and you deserve each other.

If you are the type that understands how to sit down and have a cup of coffee,

talk about an issue and see if there is a resolution to be had, then keep reading.

It’s called being a neighbor.  You understand that there is no way you would walk

across your neighbor’s property without asking permission to do so.  You don’t need

to ask the county.  You ask your neighbor. You would of course expect the same of

him.  You could also both say no, and respect the decision or get out the coffee.

It boils down to property rights.  Adding a county ordinance regarding HOW

About Our Cover ...

On the Road with the Owl Creek Gazette

Each month we deliver

5,250 copies of the

Owl Creek Gazette to

communities located

throughout 10 counties

 in Illinois.

Our cover this month charts

out our distribution route and

the communties with which

we are pleased to share our

publication.

As we go to press this month, we find ourselves enjoying

the surprisingly cool final days of July with windows open

and a soft breeze whispering its way into through the office

of the Owl Creek Gazette. I must admit, such weather makes

me a bit anxious for Autumn, but being born and raised in

the Midwest, I know there are still plenty of hot days ahead,

so plans for Summer get-aways to our camper retreat at the

real Owl Creek are still very much in the works.

We've speculated that we do some of our best thinking and living while

camping at The Creek. We chose the name of this publication during a hearty

conversation there, we've read portions of Thoreau's Walden Pond and Paine's

Common Sense out loud with the only sound accompanying those wise words

coming from the resident owls conversing in the background. We've hosted group

events, shared quiet evening with friends, and spent time -- just the two of us --

reminiscing about the past, planning for the future, and enjoying the moment

with only a friendly campfire and the stars as our guests.

The last Sunday morning in July, we were home watching CBS Sunday Morn-

ing and were inspired by the feature story of freelance photographer, Mark Hirsch,

as he told of his decision to take a daily photo of a particular beautiful old Bur

Oak tree for an entire year. His goal was to record (and more importantly, appre-

ciate) the simple beauty and all the wonders of nature that take place in the

branches of that stately oak, from day to day, season to season.

The process was a healthy, healing one for Mark and as other people became

aware of his year's work, they were significantly moved by the project and its

outcome. I'm contemplating something similar at Owl Creek ... maybe not a

daily photo, but perhaps a weekly one, to capture the beauty we see -- 52 weeks

a year -- and to share it with you, our readers. So keep your eyes open for photos

to come ... and perhaps many of you will be inspired to capture your own photo

stories of the beauty in one particular tree or place with meaning to you. If so, we

hope you’ll share your project with us. by Jan Stover, co-editor

Continued on next page
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In Our Readers’ Own Words

In Our Readers’ Own Words

We invite readers to send your letters for consideration to:
Owl Creek Gazette

208 South 2nd Street  Greenville, IL 62246
or email us at jan@owlcreekgazette.com

Dear Don and Jan,

To mimic an old “Hair Club For Men” commercial, “I'm not only an adver-

tiser in the Owl Creek Gazette, I'm also a reader.” I consistently read each issue

cover to cover.

A lot of what I find in your publication either teaches me something that I

didn't know or speaks to my own personal philosophy. And looking back over

the last couple of years, I've come to realize that quite a few of your writers have

moved me enough to make contact with them after reading either a series that I

particularly enjoyed or sometimes just a single article that just really resonated

with me. The vast majority of those I contacted have been gracious and happy to

hear that their work (and it is work) is appreciated.

From my perspective, I'm simply grateful to have your publication bringing

these stories and articles to me on a monthly basis. It's rare for me to find so

much that interests me in one place. I wish you continued success and I encour-

age you and your writers to please keep up the good work. In turn, I'll be very

happy to keep advertising with you!

All the Best,

Ron Clark (Ron Clark's Diabetic Test Strips)

Litchfield, IL

What Readers are Saying About Our Second Saturday Series

Presentations...

From our June “Beginners Brewing” presentation:

As a fellow home brewer, when I heard Don was having a home brewing

demonstration I thought "what a great idea."  So I moseyed on over to the Owl

Creek Gazette and took my place on the patio eager to watch the demonstration.

Don did an excellent job of covering the equipment necessary for the brewing

process (including how to create several pieces for a fraction of the cost of pur-

chasing new) and showing the attendees how to brew a basic extract style kit.

Cold liquid refreshments were provided on the warm, sunny afternoon but the

best part of the day was that I managed to snatch up the extra gallon of wort that

Don ended up with.  After fermentation, priming and bottling the end result was

a delicious, crisp, slightly hoppy, ultra refreshing pale ale...just the way I like it.

-- Adam Wells, Greenville, IL

From our July “Food Independence: THRIVING with Freeze-Dried Foods”

presentation: Attendees tasted omelets, chicken salad, macaroon cookies and

blueberries  all made from our THRIVE Freeze-Dried Foods and had this to say

about the experience:

Gypsy: “The chicken salad was phenonemal and the egg creation was amazing.”

Sam: “Everything’s my favorite ... my tastebuds are tingling.”

Shelly: “My favorite thing was the macaroon cookies.”

To hear the full Food Independence presentation, check out Creekside with Don

and Jan’s “Special Edition Episode” at owlcreekradio.podomatic.com on on

Owl Creek Radio. Additional details about “Creekside” can be found on page 9.

420 W. Gallatin Street  l  Vandalia, IL  l  618-283-0888

Open 9-5 Tuesday-Friday,  9-12 Saturday

Over 37Years E
xperience

 in the Field of

Natural N
utritio

n!

Everything from A-Z!

Apricot Kernels, Bee Pollen, Champion Juicers
Detox Kits, EDTA, Fenugreek, Gluten-Free Foods
Homeopathic Medicines, Injuv, Juniper Berries

Kava Kava, Local Honey, Maitake Mushrooms
 Nut Butters, Oregano Oil, Passion Flower

Quercetin, Raw Nuts and Seeds, Sprouters
Tea Tree Oil, Ultra Sugar Control

Vitamix Blenders, Wheat Germ, Xylitol, Yogurt
Zeolite ... and, of course, much more!

Buy your beer from a town that knows beer...   Breese, IL

Biggest Beer Cities in the World...

Bruges      Dublin      London     Breese    Portland     Prague

you use your land is just like erosion.  You might as well let the dirt fill the creek,

because you are flushing your rights down the drain.  Adding insult to injury,

asking the sheriff to enforce supposed violations of ordinance is asinine.

There are enough laws on the books now to take care of “nuisances... considered

potentially injurious to public safety, health and welfare to be considered

unlawful.”  There is already a taxing body called the “County Health Department”,

with the authority to call the sheriff.  Why add more?

Have you not had enough of NANNY STATE mentality? Stop these nonsense

ordinances now while you have a chance.
-- Don Stover, Co-Editor

From Don’s Desk Continued ...

Don - left - making an omelet  for

attendees during the Second Sat-

urday series presentation on food

preparedness. A “tasty” time was

had by all.  Visit our “Shop Owl

Creek Prepared page for more in-

formation on THRIVE freeze dried

foods at Owlcreekgazette.com
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Trail Mix Tales and Recipes

In the July issue of the Owl Creek Gazette, we mentioned

we’d be publishing Trail Mix Recipes in the August edition.

Knowing many folks have a favorite purchased or home-

made trail mix, we put out a request for brands and recipes

on our Owl Creek Gazette facebook page and here’s what a

few of our friends and fans on facebook sent our way.

Crystal Jurczynski of Carol Stream, Illinois: “I combine peanuts, Craisens, and

M&Ms.”

John Rezabek of Glen Carbon, Illinois: “I purchase Shop and Save’s House

Brand as it doesn't seem as salty as other brands, I’ve tried. To that I add roasted,

but unsalted, nuts and some dried pineapple and papaya chunks.”

Blake Holliday of Houston, Missouri: “My own recipe includes a mixture of

dried cranberries, blueberries, peanuts, pistachios, bacon bits, and coconut

flakes. However, when I do make a store purchase, I buy Great Value’s Indulgent

Trail Mix.”

Upon reading Blake’s recipe, I suggested to him that “Tanka Bites” (made from

prairie-raised buffalo, cranberries and spices) would go well with his mix too!

Bettie Wilson of Batavia, Ohio: My mom made trail mix for us and called it

“GORP”.  I recall her recipe included plain granola, raisins, mixed dried fruit,

coconut flakes, sunflower seeds and carob chips.”

When Bettie mentioned GORP, the term was a blast from the past for me though

I was unfamiliar with it’s origin. A little research on the subject uncovered the

following: the term was often used for trail mix by hikers, campers and scouts.

Some sources say the acronym stands for "Good Old Raisins and Peanuts" or

"Granola, Oats, Raisins, and Peanuts", or "Gobs Of Raw Protein", however, the

Oxford English Dictionary cites a 1913 reference to the word GORP used as a

verb, meaning "to eat greedily". Another reference (using GORP as an adjec-

tive) is a GORP picker can be a term used for a person who will only eat certain

things out of any mixed food.

And speaking of granola (which Bettie also mentioned above) ... here’s a recipe

for homemade granola from Helen Littrell. Helen shared recipes with Owl Creek

Gazette readers in last year’s August issue as well as treating us to her “Tricks

for County Fair Success” in our July 2012 Gazette. Since first writing for us,

Helen has learned she had Diabetes and has been adapting many of her favorite

recipes to better suit her change in diet. She shared the recipe below with her

Diabetes Counselor and Nutritionist who plans to distribute this recipe to a number

of other patients they assist.

Granola Recipe by Helen Littrell

Ingredients:

6 cups regular (old fashioned) rolled oats

1 cup walnuts, chopped

1 cup sliced or slivered almonds

2/3 cup unsalted raw sunflower seeds

by Jan Stover

2/3 cup honey

½ cup cooking oil

Optional Ingredients:

1 cup raisins

1 cup snipped, pitted dates

Directions:

* In a very large bowl combine oats, walnuts, almonds, and sunflower seeds.

* Warm honey and combine with cooking oil.

* Pour over oat mixture and mix well.

* Spread evenly in two greased 15x10x1-inch baking pans.

* Bake in a 300-degree oven for 30 to 35 minutes or until lightly browned, stirring

every 10 to 15 minutes.

* Remove from oven and add one or both optional ingredients.

* Let cool and break into clumps.

* Cover tightly and store at room temperature for up to 3 weeks.

* For longer storage, seal in freezer bags or glass jars and freeze.

We’re also happy to include a recipe for SunGee Bars contributed by SunGee, a

resident of Dancing Rabbit Ecovillage (a recipe she brought to the community

from her mom). While primarily trail mix is thought of as a loose mixture of

individual items, this bar consists of traditional trail mix ingredients with a few

twists -- still easy to take along and enjoy as a power packed snack -- any time,

anywhere!

SunGee Bars Recipe by SunGee from Dancing Rabbit Ecovillage

Ingredients:

1/2 cup shredded carrots

1-2 cups chopped apple

1/4 cup nuts and/or seeds

1/2 cup raisins

2-3 cups rolled oats or mueseli

1-2 cups flour (amount depends on set aside ingredients)

1/2 tsp cinnamon or allspice

1/4 tsp salt

2/3 cup brown sugar

3/4 cup softened butter or oil

Directions:

* Mix carrots, apples, nuts/seeds, and raisins together and set aside.

* Mix oats/mueseli, flour, cinnamon/allspice and salt together.

* Cream together brown sugar and softened butter/ oil, add to dry ingredients.

* Add the set-aside ingredients to above mixture and mix well.

* Pre-cutting dough into bar size in pan before baking is recommended -- also,

run a spatula between the dough and the pan’s sides and bend dough slightly

toward the center of the pan. This helps the bars come out of the pan easier.

* Bake 40 minutes in preheated 350 degree oven in 6x10x2 baking dish.

* Let cool 10 minutes in pan before removing. This step is important, so bars firm up.

* Re-cut bars in the pan then carefully remove them to a wire rack, separated by

a half inch.

* Bake 10 additional minutes until bars are toasty on the outside.

Note: Unsweetened option is yummy too. Just leave out the sugar and add the

butter/oil directly to the dry ingredients.

.

l  Unexpired    l  Any Type    l  Any Brand    l  Will Pay Cash Up to $10/Box

Call Ron 217-556-3398  ... please leave a callback number.

 Educational Q & A on Diabetic Test Strips

available online via the Archived Issue page

(Oct. 2011 issue) of the Owl Creek Gazette

website at: OwlCreekGazette.com

$$$    CASH PAID For DIABETIC TEST STRIPS!!!    $$$Helping

Diabetics

Since 2009

Have a favorite pumpkin recipe (pie, bread, candy, soup, etc) you’d like to share?  If so, we hope you’ll send it to us

for possible inclusion in our October issue of the Owl Creek Gazette. Send to jan@owlcreekgazette.com

or Owl Creek Gazette, 208 S Second St. Greenville, IL 62246
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Before my son Mark was even born, my husband and I talked about where

our kids would go to school. He was always interested in homeschooling, but I

wanted to send them to private school. After Mark was born it became a more

pressing issue. I looked into Montessori, Waldorf, and Democratic Schools. The

more I looked and researched the more appealing homeschooling became. Soon

I read “Teach Your Own” by John Holt and discovered unschooling. Unschooling

is self-directed learning, or homeschooling without curriculum, or simply,

freedom to learn. After reading that book, I was sold. We were unschoolers.

As Mark got older I watched as more and more of my friends were sending

their 2 and 3 year olds off to preschool and here we were staying at home, and

we knew we would be keeping Mark home indefinitely. We needed to find some

like-minded friends! After contacting various people though homeschooling and

unschooling groups and attending some homeschool park days we were still

having little success finding new friends. All the kids in the groups were much

older than Mark. I felt like there was no place for us in the Portland homeschooling

community. I realized I just needed to make one.

Lying in bed one night I understood what made us different from most of the

homeschoolers we had met. We were uschooling from the beginning, from the

pre-school years. Many homeschoolers first try school and for one reason or

another pull their kids out when they are a little older. We were skipping pre-

school and starting off with unschooling. That night I coined the term

“Unpreschooler” and the next day acquired the facebook and web address. “The

Unpreschooler” blog and facebook page were started out of a desire to connect

with other parents of young children who were unschooling. I was inspired by

facebook pages such as “Free Your Kids” and “The Libertarian Homeschooler”

to share our lives on facebook in a hope to connect with and inspire other parents.

Amazingly, it’s working! We’ve met several people both here in Portland, and

on-line. “The Unpreschooler” has spawned two facebook groups which has

helped connect people here in Portland.

Unschooling is about trusting a child’s natural desire to learn. I believe that

babies, children, and adults alike have a strong natural craving to learn. It is

difficult to stop someone from learning that which they set out to learn. Even

though a baby will fall over and over, he/she will still keep trying and eventually

(barring any abnormal circumstances) succeed at walking. The same is true

with nearly everything else. If a person, aged 6 or 60 wants to really wants to

learn how to do something, they can. No one needs to be made to learn. We are

all born ready and excited to learn. Our jobs as parents and educators needs to

be to get out of the way and let people educate themselves as much as possible.

This is what unschooling is all about. Letting someone take hold of their own

lives and their own education. Not

having it forced upon them. Of course

that does not mean parents cannot

provide instruction. We are always

doing that. It means we don’t set a time

to force a child to learn something we

deem important. We guide, we suggest,

we offer help, and if the child needs it

we are there for them. Mark is on the

cusp of his third birthday and is very

bright, yet the only lessons he’s ever

known are swim lessons. He knows his

letters and numbers and wants to learn

to read. He’s shown us through

everyday situations that he already

understands basic math. He’s learning

far more than most pre-schools teach,

through the world around him.

One reason I like the

term “unschooling” is because

“homeschooling” implies we spend all

our time at home; far from the truth. We

have three museum memberships and use them regularly (all combined they are less

expensive than one month of private preschool). We visit parks; we ride the bus and

light rails to events downtown (such as National Train Day). We go to a playgroup

and we travel. We are not held to a school calendar or hours. Unschooling also

means we can visit these places during off hours and get even more out of our visits.

Many of the main objections to unschooling are completely unsubstantiated

and are covered in more detail on my blog, TheUnPreschooler.com. Most often

people are needlessly concerned that my son won’t know how to be social because

he’s not in traditional school. Being raised in the real world means he has to

interact with all sorts of people that he may miss if he were in school. Mark goes

nearly everywhere with me, and he’s learning how to interact with other kids,

adults, store clerks, strangers, bus drivers, the mailman, etc. Children in school

are surrounded by other children their own age almost exclusively. This is

abnormal socialization. As an adult I never hang out with people exclusively

born the same year as me. I consider children who interact with people of all

ages from early in life to have a leg up on their traditionally schooled peers.

If you’d like to follow our unschooling adventures, check out our facebook

page https://www.facebook.com/theunpreschooler and blog

theunpreschooler.com

The UnPreschooler by Allison Waters

Bulk Herbs, Pure Essential Oils, Flower Essences,

Nuwati Herbal Teas, Amber Tech Herbs for Pets,

Products for Home and Body Care, and more!

  In the May 2013 issue of the Owl Creek Gazette, I

mentioned The Red Tent Movement in my Sunshine &

Bugs Herbs for Health Series article, “Especially for Her”.

The movement supports women through all the cycles of

their adult life, from menstruation, child birth and on

through menopause. I also included an invitation for women to contact me if

they were interested in seeing something like this start locally.

I’m happy to report that such local interest has inspired me to create a

Red Tent Greenville, IL Meetup Group and that our first meeting will take place

on Sunday, August 4th from 1-3pm at my shop’s new location: Terra Mater

Botanicals and Market at 216 South Second Street, just four doors down from

the Owl Creek Gazette office.

Red Tent Greenville, IL Meetup Group elaborates a bit more on the move-

ment and the first meeting offering the following information.

“Red Tent is a global movement that strives to allow women a place to gather

together in support and honor of what it means to be woman. In this world that

spends a lot of energy shaming women for often no more than the fact they are

female, Red Tent groups have popped up in towns and cities across America and

the world.

There is no charge to attend Red Tent but a free will offering is accepted to

Sunshine & Bugs: The Red Tent
by Roxanne Bare, owner of Terra Mater Botanicals

help cover costs. The first meeting is a meet & greet and informational meeting.

Come meet with other women, sip some tea and help decide what this group will

become.

For more information and/or to join the Red Tent Greenville, IL Meetup

Group, visit www.meetup.com/RedTentGreenville or check out the facebook

group by the same name. Hope to see many of you on the 4th!

 VISIT US AT OUR NEW SHOP
216 South Second Street in downtown Greenville, IL

or check out our online shop at www.terramaterbotanicals.com

 Call 618-267-3946

Hours: Mon-Fri 6pm-8pm Saturday 9am-3pm

Roxanne Bare, Dipl. Holistic Health Practice, owner

Allison Waters hiking with son, Mark,

and husband, Ace.
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When Jan suggested an article on the

topic of “National Thrift Store Day”, I had to

admit I never knew such a day existed. After

all, there were no greeting cards on the display

that I could find. I suppose the folks at

Hallmark figured that people inclined to shop

at thrift stores may not want to purchase a

new card anyway. However, as thrift, frugality,

economy, austerity, or even good old

cheapness are near and dear to the heart of

every self-sufficient person (especially me),

the topic is a perfect one.

Though I’m not a thrift shop addict, I do have a compulsion to at least look

when I have the opportunity. Not to take anything away from thrift shops, but I

consider garage, rummage, and estate sales to be closely related, as are flea

markets and (some) auctions. Some might even want to include eBay and Craig’s

List as online places to find things for cents on the dollar. I should brag at this

point and mention that Canton, Texas – about 75 miles from Winnsboro – is the

home of “First Monday Trade Days” – the largest flea market in the world. (Hey,

it’s Texas!) It’s a veritable bargain-hunter’s paradise – at least for as long as your

feet hold out, as there are over 100 acres of stuff to browse and buy.

Being self-sufficient often requires finding things cheap or even free. Thrift

shops and their ilk enable this need quite nicely – so long as you know what you

want, what it is worth, can assess its condition on the spot, and sometimes – be

a good negotiator. Actually, of all those traits, being a shrewd buyer is the least

important. It’s much more important to be able to tell if the thing you’re buying

works or is easily repairable. Knowing what something costs new is also important

– as getting a bargain requires buying the item for less than you could get it elsewhere

– especially if you will need to repair it or buy missing parts for something. Enough

with the preliminaries! Let’s talk about sales and merchandise!

Thrift shops – like Goodwill or church-run shops are usually pretty well-

organized, bright, staffed, and quite inexpensive. As all of the goods there are

donated, all the organization needs to do is cover its overhead, and it’s a

win-win-win for donor, organization and buyer. Goodwill is known for used

clothing and a very good place to find a huge selection of serviceable to new

stuff. Household goods, kid’s stuff, books, used DVDs and miscellaneous things

in various proportions can also be found. I think my best thrift store purchase

was either a cassette player for my ’93 Chevy van (former church bus) for just

$2. Yes, I took a gamble that it would work, but for $2, you can be pretty daring

– or – the “Juice Man II” juicer for $2. Seems like $2 is a common price! Either

way, both items work great and represent savings of several hundred dollars

over new items. From what I’ve seen, Goodwill marks most things with prices

and though haggling may be possible, it’s not as easy as it would be at a garage

sale. Church sales are less likely to be labeled, and I think you will get further

making an offer or proposing a package deal.

I love a good garage sale! “Good” for me means that there are tools, movies,

old mowers, Mason jars, and other such treasures. I don’t get weak in the knees

over used clothing, but I did snag a $200 pair of Tony Lama boots for $20 at one

garage sale. (OK, I had to put new soles and heels on soon, but still, a great buy!)

Whether the sale actually happens IN a garage, in front of one, or with no garage

in site, THIS is where you will be able to wheel and deal and if you just look

kind of pensive, the seller will probably offer you a lower price. They want this

stuff GONE and making a few bucks is secondary. We actually had been putting

off buying a nice espresso machine hoping to find one at a garage sale. I thought

Deb was pulling my leg when she said “Remember that espresso machine you

were looking for? It’s over here.” Sure enough, there it was, a $300 Gagia pump-

driven espresso machine with a bunch of accessories. The price? $10! Again,

this machine needed a little TLC as the previous owner hadn’t ever cleaned out

the huge build-up of lime and scale in the pressure vessel, but a half-hour’s

worth of work and a cup of vinegar put it in working order for a small fraction of

the new price.

Auctions can be good – or bad. Often times, so many people show up that

getting a good price or even getting a bid in before the item is sold can take some

work. You have to really pay attention, think fast, and NOT get sucked into

“Auction Fever” – where the heat of the moment causes you to pay more than

something is worth just to “win” the auction. From our experience, the best

auctions are way out in the sticks – old farm houses and barns. We attended one

in Indiana where Amish horses and buggies had a designated parking area. Here,

knowing the value of something and wanting something nobody else cares for

leads to success. Beware though. Plenty of “professionals” attend auctions and

they have money to spend, shops to stock, and years of experience. We’ve been

to auctions where a stack of old Griswold and Wagner cast iron cookware could

be had for $10 (a HUGE deal!) and – auctions where ONE cast iron pot goes for

$45 to an antique dealer. If you find the odds stacked against you, it’s perfectly

OK to retreat and try again another day.

While on the topic of inexpensive stuff, keep in mind that free stuff can also

be had. Being in the right place at the right time is the key here. Whether you spy

a treasure on the curb in front of someone’s house, or join an online group like

“FreeCycle”, good stuff that one person no longer wants can be had for nothing.

Back in the old days, a popular saying was “Use it up, wear it out, make it

do, or do without” reminded us to be frugal and not wasteful. Perhaps we should

add “Buy it cheap, fix it up, shop around, don’t be a chump” to that! Happy

bargain-hunting!    -- Val

with Val Vetter and Deb Aaron

Deb Aaron and Val Vetter

owners of Piney Woods Ranch

located in Winnsboro, Texas.

"I love thrift store shopping; it’s like treasure hunting! Locally we have several

Thrift Shop options that offer clean merchandise and brand name clothing. Plus

I always keep an eye out for special savings like 50% off or “bag sales”. I also

visit Thrift Shops in neighboring communities ... one trick I’ve learned as a par-

ent of multiple kids is to keep a list of the clothing my children have and are

needing -- that way I can buy at the end of a season for the next year. In fact, I

have almost all of my son’s and daughters’ fall, winter and spring wardrobes

already purchased!"     -- Janna Smith, Greenville, IL

"I like to catch the season switch at any thrift shop to pick up supplies for upcycling

projects. Currently, I’m doing a lot of projects that make use of old t-shirts. I cut

them up and stretch them into “yarn” to make jewelry, scarves, and rugs. I actu-

ally do this as an activity with my residents at Brauns Terrace. We've also done

some batik-like printing on old solid colored clothing too. In addition to those

thrift store finds, I’m always on the lookout for mason jars. There are so many

ways to repurpose them into great home decor projects and gift ideas.”

-- Ellen  Ludwig, Greenville, IL

What Local Folks are saying about Thrift Store Shopping

National Thrift Store Day is August

17th ... So Let’s Do Some Thrifty

Shopping with Piney Woods Ranch
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SATURDAY

SERIES

AUGUST 10TH

SEED

SAVING

SEPT. 14TH

BEGINNING

GENEALOGY

OCTOBER 12TH

BASIC

WINE MAKING

“Seed Saving, Storing, and Swapping” Saturday, August 10th, 2-3pm
Leanna Clark will present the importance and how-to’s of saving, storing and swapping seeds. The practice is good for your

personal budget, as well as a tool for saving heirloom varieties (which may have gone out of fashion and are no longer available

through stores and catalogs). Saved seeds adapt to their locale and so produce better even in bad years. That characteristic could

save the whole farm!

.

“Beginning Genealogy: Finding our Foundations” Saturday, September 14th, 2-3pm
Ray Litzau will present the tools of beginning genealogy and include a review of the Pedigree Chart, Family Group Sheet, and
the Relationship Chart.  Get a quick look at familysearch.org and discover the depth of its resources. Discover the excitement
about "Wiki".

We are requesting RSVPs for these events. Please let us know if you will be attending. Just drop by the Owl Creek Gazette
office, email us at jan@owlcreekgazette.com or give us a call at 618-580-8766.  Thanks!

Bob Lindberg will explain the how to’s and how not to’s of successful wine making from inexpensive kits available in many

wine making supply stores. (PS - we personally have sampled many of Bob’s varities and each has been a wonderful “hit’.)

This is a don’t miss opportunity for a fun fall activity! And if you missed Bob’s winemaking article in the October 2012 issue

of the Owl Creek Gazette, you can read it online via our website’s Archived Issues page.

National Simplify Your Life Week August 1-7

Much of what I have seen being offered up as tips for Simplifying Your Life

Week has to do with uncluttering your counters, drawers, and closets by

throwing out items you haven’t used in a year. Other tips focus on organiz-

ing your life with a place for everything and everything in its place ... a

shelf for this, a drawer for that, a place for your keys, a cubby for every

member of the family to hold personal items.  Then there’s scheduling each

day for specialize activites, a practice as old as the hills.  Reading Laura

Ingalls Wilder’s “Little House in the Big Woods”, Laura shared their family’s

schedule “Ma used to say: Wash on Monday, Iron on Tuesday, Mend on

Wednesday, Churn on Thursday, Clean on Friday, Bake on Saturday, Rest

on Sunday.  All these are all useful ideas and effective tools for scaling back

on things and organizing time. But to those suggestions, we would like to

add the notion of shifting your thoughts to include the following:

l Re-evaluate your priorities for yourself and your family, giving yourself

permission to do what works best for you as compared to what “everyone

else” is doing.

l Write down those priorities so you can refer back to them as a guide post

for future decisions and actions.

l Learn to work smarter, not harder.

l Make room for more of the joyful moments in life by letting go of less

important “being busy” activities.

l Learn to say no to people and projects that aren’t in line with your

passions, principle and spare time.

Simplifying your life ... with a shift in your thoughts

not just your stuff

Want to have the Owl Creek Gazette

conveniently delivered to your door each month?

Subscription rates will be increasing in price

starting with our October 2013 issue

At that time, we will begin our 3rd year in publishing

and with possible plans to increase the number of pages

in the magazine and with the cost of mailing always

subject to change, we wanted to give everyone a heads up with

an invitation to subscribe today at the current price.

All subscriptions received by Sept 20th will be able to take

advantage of the current rate of $24.

So act today -- subscriptions make great birthday gifts and

Christmas gifts (you can send a subscription in by Sept 20th

with a note telling us that it’s a Christmas gift and we’ll hold

off sending it until January 2014 if you’d like.)

Just send us your name and address
 along with your check or money order

(and any specific info)
to:

Owl Creek Gazette
208 South Second Street

Greenville, IL 62246

Our Owl Creek Gazette Subscription Drive

Do you have a favorite hat you wear in the fall?  If so, we invite you to

send us a photo of you wearing that hat along with a brief description

telling us why it’s your favorite. Send to:

Owl Creek Gazette         208 South Second Street        Greenville, IL 62246

“Basic Wine Making” Saturday October 12th 2-4pm ”
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We are pleased to introduce Dothager Independent IT Consulting of Effingham,

Illinois as an official sponsor of our podcast “Creekside with Don and Jan”. We

have known the business

owner, Nathan Dothager,

for a number of years

and are pleased to have

him on board with us,

sharing his personal and

professional philosophy

on the pages of the Owl

Creek Gazette.

Owl Creek Gazette

(OCG): What was your

motivation for going into

business for yourself?

Nathan Dothager: I’ve always wanted to be my own boss as long as I can

remember and I knew if the right opportunity came along and I was prepared,

then I knew it was time.  I left a pretty nice job because I had learned everything

I could learn, saved enough to invest, and took that little leap of faith in myself

–which is never as big as people think. It is said that luck is when preparation

meets opportunity, and I couldn’t agree more.

OCG: What are you learning from and enjoying about being your own boss?

Nathan: I absolutely love what I do so it doesn’t even feel like I’m working.

The IT (Information Technology) profession is highly respected and I’ve

developed real personal relationships with some of the Effingham area’s best movers

and shakers.  It’s 24/7/365 but it is the most rewarding journey I’ve ever taken.

I’ve learned that all those business clichés that I learned in college might as well

be economic law.  The bottom line is you either deliver the product or service

well or your business dies and somebody else will fill the gap.  In my opinion, you

are either on somebody’s balance sheet as an asset or a liability – act accordingly.

OCG: What are the challenges?

Nathan: The biggest challenges I face are balancing my family life with business

and keeping up with the ever-changing world of IT.  This lifestyle requires a ton of

research and it could change in an instant, so I have a lot of late nights and long days

which, naturally, interferes with family time. Let’s just say it’s a work in progress.

OCG: What is your business philosophy and how do your personal and

professional philosophies intertwine/overlap?

Nathan: Glad you asked.  I got turned on to Seth Godin’s business philosophy

of, “be remarkable”.  When I say that my business philosophy is “be remarkable”,

I mean this literally.  If you’re not remarkable, who is going to care about you

and your business? If someone is not remarking about you and your business

then you’re average at best.  Being remarkable from the client viewpoint is what

I set out to understand and do.

Certainly my personal and business philosophies intertwine because my business

is me.  Of course I conduct my business and live my life according to my

libertarian principles.  So, naturally, I place a higher value on things like property,

honoring contracts, and personal liberty than your average person.    However, I

am deliberate in my political homelessness.  It seems obvious to me that politics

is actually the worst possible way to solve problems.  It is naturally anti-social.

Being in business and providing goods and services to people in a mutually

beneficial exchange is not only social but it solves problems more effectively.

Politics are a representation of the failure of society to reject the State.  I came to

the conclusion that if I wanted to make the world a better place, it started with

the only thing I can control… myself.

OCG: What sets Dothager Independent IT Services apart from other IT

businesses?

Nathan: My typical client is a business with 20 to 100 employees that should

probably have their own IT staff but, for various reasons, does not.  I am their

“virtual” CTO (Chief Technology Officer).  Therefore, they allow me to get deep

into their business without having the expense of filling an executive IT position

or having a full time staff.  I may be replacing a power supply in a workstation

for them one day and be in a high level executive meeting with their CEO the

next.  I can provide a high level of support because I don’t accept just any client

and I know my limitations as to how many clients I would like to support, without

sacrificing quality, and that is what separates what I do from a typical computer/

networking services business.  Typically, an IT business will just grab up as

many clients as possible and throw services at them and hope they stick.  The

problem with that model is that it may or may not be beneficial to the client.  I

represent a new model, one that looks for ways the client can save money or find

and implement new technology so they can reinvest, grow, become more

profitable, become more productive, and pay me even more money than they

already do.  In my opinion, the old computer repair/retail shop model is at its end

of life. Cloud technology, VOIP, hosting services, virtual CIO, and web

development are phasing out the old model.

OCG: How has your business evolved?

Nathan:  Oh my! Well, in the beginning I just wanted to handle everything myself.

What I realized was that I was actually losing money by not passing things off.  I

actually subcontract in certain situations where I need another guy to perform a

job or for jobs that I feel are non critical to my handling them.  I’m evolving all

the time as I grow as a person and as my business grows.

OCG: What are your short term and long term goals?

Nathan: I’ve always been a long term kind of guy.  My goals are my client’s

goals.  I’m not looking to get bigger.  I could probably get a fleet of vehicles, a

shop, a crew of employees, and a bunch more stress, but why? I’d probably be

just as profitable as I am now only more stressed and be providing an amazingly

mediocre product to my customer.

OCG: Is your family involved with your business?

Nathan: YES! My wife has been a lifesaver with the banking/tax/bookkeeping

side of the business.  My sister has been a tremendous help with bookkeeping, as

well.  Behind every good man is a greater woman, for sure.

OCG:What is it about “Creekside with Don and Jan” that caused you to want to

sponsor our podcast?

Nathan: I figured I had better sponsor the most technical thing about your business!

I love the new theme song and the quality of discussion is top notch. Now, If I

could get you to record your podcasts while recording live video on your own

Youtube channel, I’d sponsor that too.

OCG: Is there anything else you’d like to add before we end this interview?

Nathan: I’d just like to add that I’m a big fan of the Owl Creek Gazette and I hope

readers don’t balk at a tech firm sponsoring a self reliant magazine as technology

can actually help us become more self reliant in some situations and it helps with

the speed at which we can process information and the spreading of ideas.

Meet Creekside with Don and Jan’s New Tech Savvy, Self-Reliant Sponsor

Dothager Independent  IT Consulting   1207 Network Centre Drive Suite 3   Effingham, Illinois   618-339-5966    ndothager@gmail.com

Creekside with Don and Jan is sponsored by ....
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Creekside with Don and Jan

Dothager Independent IT Consulting   1207 Network Centre Drive Suite 3   Effingham, Illinois   618-339-5966    ndothager@gmail.com

This month’s “Creekside” is sponsored by:

Episode 1

Episode 2

Episode 3

Episode 4

Episode 5

Episode 6

Episode 7

Episode 8

Episode 9

Episode 10 :

Episode 11

Episode 12

Episode 13

Episode 14

Missed an episode of “Creekside with Don and Jan”?  Not to worry ... all episodes are archived and available for your listening

convenience 24/7/365 on Owl Creek Radio at owlcreekradio.podomatic.com  Below is a list of topics from our first 25 episodes.

Origins of the Owl Creek Gazette

Don and Jan share this week's news from the creek

News from the creek, and guest Dennis Kelly

Peace Vigils, repairs and what's coming up in the March issue

Book Club, Reiki, food safety, mole hills and mountains, plus our

guest Owl Creek Gazette columnist, Roxanne Bare

On the road. Thanks to our many distribution points and friends

along the way.

Reiki me, Reiki you, OCG March review and April preview

Snowy weather can't stop a peace vigil. What's new on the shelves at

Don's Uniques, and a busy week at the Owl Creek Gazette

Eustace Conway, Temple Grandin, Springtime homeschooling

adventures, Freedom Fest, and the April issue of the OCG

A little bit of everything this week, including a re-cap of why

we're here!

Backyards, Butterflies, Freedom Fest and the Neighborhood

Grocery Store

Food for thought on the Boston happenings, a nod to Dancing

Rabbit Ecovillage, guest OCG Beekeeper columnist Tim Lindley

The new theme song, the upcoming magazine, plus a secret

appearance teaser.

Talk of the May issue of the OCG, Cindy Sheehan & the Tour de

Peace, Saturday Night Ride Radio Show and Temple Grandin

Episode 15

Episode 16

Episode 17

Episode 18

Episode 19

Episode 20

Episode 21

Episode 22

Episode 23

Episode 24

Special

Edition:

Episode 25

Our weekly podcast features conversations on self-reliant living, out-of-the-box
endeavors, family projects, activities happening at the Owl Creek Gazette,

heirloom traditions, a smattering of politics and the philosophy of non-aggression.

Special Guest Elizabeth Gombos, Dancing Rabbit Ecovillage,

Mother's Day and more!

Medical Marijuana, Freedom Fest, Peace Vigil, Cindy Sheehan,

OCG Book Club, and Don's Uniques and Repairs....whew!

SPECIAL GUEST Cindy Sheehan and the Tour de Peace

OCG June issue, upcoming events, midwest storms and more

Special guests, Craig "Boze" Baumberger and Bruce "Swamp"

Weiss, with some traditional and original bluegrass.

Greenville Graffiti Car Show, Elly May Clampett, local interveiws

by Dennis Kelly, host of The Saturday Night Ride Radio Show

The July issue is out and about, root beer, beer and the county fair

The next issue of the Owl Creek Gazette, Mike Badnarik, the

Libertarian Party of Illinois and more

Inside the July issue of the OCG, out and about delivering the maga-

zine. Discoveries at the creek, and time spent at the office, the shop,

and in “the Beast”. Plus upcoming freeze dried food presentation

Guest Roxanne Bare, news of her store, Terra Mater Botanicals and

Market in Greenville, PLUS happenings at the OCG.

Don & Jan prepare THRIVE Life foods for Second Saturday Series

presentation while being interviewed by Dennis Kelly from SNR.

25th episode and a little podcast review, stewardship at the creek,

entrepreneurial parents and looking forward to our August issue of

the Owl Creek Gazette.

Special Guests Scheduled for Creekside with Don and Jan

 in August and September

Sunday, August 18 -- Eric Pals:,President of Tick Tock Energy

and Event Chairman of Freedom Fest

Sunday, September 15 -- Rebekah Dawn, Artist and Owner of

Mulberry Mudd, OCG Second Saturday Series presenter, and

unschooling mom

What’s a podcast?

It’s a new “radio”-style talk show folks can tune in to online from their

computers and/or by downloading via iTunes. By the way, it’s free to

listen.

“Creekside with Don and Jan” airs new epsisodes every Sunday night at

7pm Central and archives all shows on Owl Creek Radio at

owlcreekradio.podomatic.com

Listeners have been tuning in to hear our podcast from across the country

in AL, AZ, CA, CO, GA, IL, IN, FL, KS, KY, MA, MI, MO, NE, NC, NJ, NM, NY,

NV, OH, OR, PA, TX, WA, WI, Washington, DC and from locations around

the world as well.

Be sure to tune in to

Episode 26 and 27

to get the details

of our Creekside Contest

Scavenger Hunt!



Page 10             August 2013 Owl Creek Gazette

Shumway, IL  Call (217) 868-5583 lllll email: fryepottery81@yahoo.com
Visit our website: www.fryepottery.com

Discover the power of one of the safest investments you will find.

www.ticktockenergy.com

217-994-9020

COUNT ON THE SUN FOR A STEADY RETURN ON YOUR INVESTMENT

Pottery Classes are Full
Have a Great Summer!

Back Issues of the Owl Creek Gazette

are available in print at the Owl Creek

Gazette office, 208 S. Second Street in

Greenville, IL and online via the

Archived Issues page of the website @

OwlCreekGazette.com

I’ve been intrigued for years with the idea of making

cordage from natural fibers.  I’ve seen it done across the

world when I was in the Army and visiting really choice vacation spots courtesy

of Uncle Sam.

A short while back, I walked up on some Yucca plants growing wild. I cut a

handful of leaves and took them

home with me.  The first thing that

had to be done was to get the fiber

from the leaf.  My wife, AnnaLu, had

a great time decompressing while

she pounded the leaves. This was to

soften the fiber from the “chaff”.

You can see in the picture that a stone

and a piece of wood are used. The

wood is better for the new or first

time twine maker.  It has more give

than the rock, so the possibility of

damaging the fibers is lessened.  Once she was finished, we rinsed the fibers and

sat down to start working them into cordage.

A few comments about Yucca. I

once heard that Yucca is Nature’s

general store, but then again, I’ve heard

that about other plants too. But to the

point, Yucca seems not only to produce

fiber, it also is a source of soap and food;

the young stalks are said to be eaten like

asparagus, the flowers are purported to

be quite tasty,  and the root is alleged to

be edible. I qualify these statements

because I have not tried any of the

supposed edible parts of the plant. Those

people that told me they did, described the enjoyment of the meal as soapy and

awful,  they would have to be at death’s door to eat it again.  So, back to the

fibers.

After pounding and separating the fibers from the stalk or leaf, we dampened

the fibers.  I like to use a flea comb to help separate and clean the fibers.  The

comb in the picture came from the farm supply store and was 4 dollars I think.

The first piece of cordage was made by rolling on my upper thigh.  Ladies this is

a sure fire way to remove unwanted hair from your legs.  I offered the experience

to AnnaLu, her reply was “she did not want to take away from my fun.”  Yea.......

I persisted until I had a piece that was about 6 feet

long. The first fibers were about 16 inches long, they were

rolled till about 4-5 inches from the end, and an other group

of approximately the same amount were laid over and

joined into the cord.  This was repeated till the cord had

reached its target length.  And both my upper and lower

thighs were stripped clean.  I hung it to dry and straighten

with a small weight at the end.

There are different ways or methods to make cordage. Another way, although

I think considerably more difficult to begin with, is to

twist the loose fibers.

You start out with maybe a dozen fibers.  With

the right hand you

twist clockwise, with

the left you twist

counter clockwise,

until you form a small loop. You can see this in

the picture. You want one side to be shorter than

the other, so when you add fibers to lengthen it

they will be offset.  So you twist a bit, and roll it

under the side.  You continue untill you have to

add fibers first to one side and then the other.  As I said I think this way is more

difficult, being that I’m missing a half the thumb and first finger on my left hand.

There is a 1 minute video showing how, or at least the link to the video.  http://

www.youtube.com/watch?v=9o2qhN1qCdg&fmt=18, Now I do not get any

compensation for plugging the video, it just shows the twist to make a heavier

cord or twine.  The channel is called  Bush Craft Cordage Making.

By doubling the twine you get a stronger cord.  And you can use either

method and make the cordage as long and thick as you need.

So what would we use it for?  I’m always needing a belt. So maybe I’ll work

up enough for that.  It may be strong enough for a bow string,  It could be used

for a spring snare, where a sapling is bent over and tied to a trip stick on a noose.

If enough was available, a net for fishing could be made.  OH! You could make

a bolas for taking down larger game, like a deer, or coyote.  Okay I guess maybe

you get the idea.

I guess you wonder why would anyone want to make their own cordage?

Well if you get lost you could make a survival bow, or a snare.  Use the cordage

to make a shelter. If you are lost for a long time you could make a hammock.....

I don’t think anyone ever plans to get misplaced in the wilds.  But if you do you

can vent some frustration and make a bow drill for fire starting.  The possibilities

are nearly endless.   Then there is the cool factor, “see what I did?”......

Other plants locally available to make twine and cordage from are thistle,

elm, cedar, and mulberry.  There are many more that I’ve not had time to

experiment with.  So thanks for the time, I hope you enjoyed this bit of info on

making cordage. I can be friended on Facebook.

Making Cordage by  Blake Holliday

Blake Holliday lives in Texas County, Missouri on a 5 acre

hobby farm with his wife, 2 dogs, and a bunch of cats.  He is

a regular contributor to BackWoodsMan Magazine. His ear-

lier articles can be found on Amazon in Kindle format.

Blake invites our Owl Creek Gazette readers to friend him

on facebook.
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by Tim Lindley

owner of Big T’s

Honey Farm

Beekeeper’s Corner: More on Swarms

As you may have read in my column in the June issue of the

Owl Creek Gazette about swarming, a colony of honeybees

gets crowded, and half of the bees leave with the old queen to

find and build a new nest for the colony.  First they fly as far as

the queen is able.  This could be close to the parent colony, or

a good distance, say a few

hundred yards - up to a mile.

They will land on whatever is

nearby, a limb or trunk of a tree,

side of a building, car, fire

hydrant, mailbox, etc.  From

there, they send out scout bees to look for a new

home.  Once a new home is found, they all peel off

and head for their new home.

My wife and I got a call late in the evening

from someone who had a swarm about 15 feet up

in their cedar tree here in town.  I went to the site

before work and put an empty hive on the ground

with some swarm lure in it hoping to attract them

to it.  My wife came by later and tried to shake the

bees off of the limb with a hoe, but they would just

go back and re-form the swarm where they had been

earlier.  She kept an eye on it all day and just before

I got off work, she said it looked like the swarm

turned inside out and made an opening for the queen

to come out.  Before she knew it, the swarm was

airborne and heading for their new home.  I got off

work just in time to try to chase it through the streets

of Greenville, but the bees were faster than we were.

So if anybody notices that they have extra bees in

their neighborhood, it is probably from that swarm.

Okay, now that the swarm has found its new home, it sets about the task

of building a new nest for the colony.  It seems like swarms are the best at

building new comb, because they have to in order to survive.  Bees swarm when

conditions are favorable, like when a lot of flowers are blooming, and there is

abundant nectar and pollen for them to bring in.  The forage bees start bringing

it in almost immediately, memorizing their way back to the new location.  This

first influx of new food is used to keep everyone alive, and the wax builders set

about the task of building the nest. They start from the top of the structure and

work their way down.  It is really interesting that they actually measure the

structure first by making a chain of bees by hanging on to each other’s legs, kind

of like using a tape measure. They usually store a little honey first as a reserve,

and then the queen will start laying eggs.  The queen will lay eggs in a newly

forming cell, and the cell is built around the developing larvae.  I recently removed

a swarm from the inside wall of a chicken house where they had been for just a

few days, and they already had a good amount of comb built, and were filling it

with honey and eggs.

Beeswax comes from wax glands on the underside of the bee’s abdomen.

It is clear when first secreted, but the bees take it and chew it, adding enzymes to

it, making it opaque in color. They then form it into cells with a hexagon shape,

so the comb is just the right size for them to raise their brood in. The comb is not

always perfect, they make places for supercedure cells, and where the cavity is

irregular, they will make larger cells for them to raise a few drones or fill with

honey later on.

Once the bees swarm, they are working on their next goal, and that is to

survive the winter.  I know winter is a long ways away,

but they work hard all spring, summer, and fall, raising

brood, building comb, and storing honey.  That is why

bees usually swarm in April, May, and June; they have

more time and resources to get the job done.

Meanwhile, back at the parent hive where the

swarm originated from, they have anywhere from 5-

20 developing queen cells.  Nature’s rules sometimes

apply here, I say sometimes, because with honeybees,

or any other living creature, there are exceptions to

the rules, and they will surprise you.  Survival of the

fittest; what can happen is that the first queen that

emerges from her cell wants to be top dog.  She will

go to the other queen cells that have not hatched yet,

chew a hole in the side of it with her sharp mandibles,

and sting the defenseless queen that is still developing.

This kills the other queens, basically eliminating her

competition.  Sometimes the emerging queen will

make a noise that is called “piping”; this alerts the

workers and any other queens in the hive of her

presence.  I had a queen make the noise once, and the

bee inspector heard it, but my hearing isn’t what it

used to be, so I was not able to hear it.

Of course there are exceptions to the rule. If two

queens emerge at similar times in different parts of

the hive, they may have to fight each other to have

one become the new queen of the colony.  Another exception to the rule is that

the hive is still too crowded after the initial swarm, and each virgin queen can

swarm out with half of the remaining bees.  This year I caught two small swarms

on the same bush, and they each had a virgin queen in them.  I put them into two

separate hives, and they both are doing fine.

After all that, the parent hive is left weakened of its army of workers and

a laying queen, but they have plenty of nectar and pollen stored in the cells.

They also have worker bees emerging from the capped brood, so all is not lost.

The virgin queen that remains takes a series of mating flights, mating with 5-20

drones from different colonies, and comes back to start her life of laying eggs for

the colony.  This colony also works hard all spring, summer, and fall gathering

enough honey to survive the winter.

Next month I will talk about some of the “not so nice” things that can

happen to a colony of honeybees.  Our next meeting of the Tri-County Beekeepers

Association will be on August 9, 2013 at 7:00pm.  We meet at Our Redeemer

Lutheran Church located at 1540 E. St. Rt. 140, in Greenville, IL 62246.  All

beekeepers and bee enthusiasts are welcome to attend.

If you win a prize at your county fair - we want to

know about it.  Stop by the office at 208 S. 2nd

Street in Downtown Greenville to fill us in on the

good news.  We’ll toot your horn in future issues!
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Tell any genealogist that there’s a location

that has 100 million records in it and I

guarantee it will capture their attention.  Tell

them that it’s within an hour’s drive of our

Greenville, Illinois location and you will

really make their day.  Such a facility does

exist at the U.S. National Archives and

Record Administration’s National Personnel

Records Center located at #1 Archives Drive, St. Louis, Missouri 63138-1002.

(Some GPS users will need to use the 1829 Dunn Road address).  The phone

number is 314-801-0850.  This is the largest collection of Federal records outside

of NARA’s Washington, DC, and College Park, Maryland, locations.

***** CALL FIRST, MAKE AN APPOINTMENT *****

Upon arriving, you will see a large new building which opened in 2011 and

houses over 100 million official military personnel files and former civilian federal

employee personnel files dating back to the 19th century.  This facility has a

staff of over 700 dedicated individuals who I have found to be extremely helpful.

The building is seven acres under one roof.  Part of the first floor contains a

lobby with security (more on security later), a very large presentation and exhibit

room and two large research rooms.  Part of the third floor contains a phenomenal

preservation center which is utilized for records conservation and recovery from

the 1973 fire (more on the fire later).

Once you’ve parked your car in the free public parking area, it’s a short walk

to the main doors of the archive.  Once inside those doors though, you quickly

realize that the task of preserving records is taken very seriously.  You must have

a current photo ID.  You will be asked to go through a security station and a

metal detector very similar to the airport or courthouse.  It is a sign of our times

and a necessity to keep all federal buildings and their visitors safe.  Please be

conscious of this when you leave your car.  As a general rule of thumb, if you

can’t bring it on a plane, please leave it in your car.

***** CALL FIRST, MAKE AN APPOINTMENT *****

Since this archive handles personnel files, I’ve decided to take the following

directly from the National Archives at St. Louis’ General Information Leaflet

81, revised 2011:

“Your Access Rights: Researchers can request access to records currently

included among the holdings of the National Archives at St. Louis.  However, all

requests are subject to Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) privacy exemptions

that may limit or restrict document access.”

There are two very important functions occurring in this building:  Federal

Record storage and Archival Record storage.  The two have different restrictions

by law.

Archival Records

The public can access the Official Personnel Folders (OPF’s) that document

service ending before 1952.  If your relative worked as a Federal Civilian

Employee and quit, retired or died while employed before 1952, you can find

their employment histories here for nearly any department or agency.  Works

Progress Administration (WPA), the Federal Bureau of Prisons, and the

Department of State are just a few of the many agencies whose files are here.

The Official Military Personnel Files (OMPF’s) are accessible once they are

transferred from the Department of Defense into NARA’s holdings.  Currently

the public can access any military file that is at least 62 years after the member’s

discharge, retirement or death in service.

Federal Records

The Official Personnel Folders that document service ending after 1952 have

restrictions.

The Official Military Personnel Files within the 62 years following separation

have restrictions.  From personal experience, I can tell you that each branch has

different restrictions and is limited to the living veteran and next-of-kin.

You will need to complete a Reference Service Slip for each requested record.

Archival and Federal Records are available in separate research rooms.  You

will find the staff very helpful, but please remember the one file you wish to see

is stored within 100 million other records and it takes time to locate the correct

one.  I would suggest you give the facility a one-week lead time before your

visit so that the record you wish to see is readily available.

***** CALL FIRST, MAKE AN APPOINTMENT *****

The Fire

On July 12, 1973, the old facility on Page Avenue in St. Louis caught fire.  It

burned unchecked because the building did not have a sprinkler system.  The

fire was so intense that sections of the building collapsed spreading the fire to

other floors.  It took almost 3 weeks to put the fire out.  It is the single largest loss

of archived material in US history.  There was an estimated loss of 22 million

files largely comprised of Army and Air Force records.  Losses are as follows:

Branch:  Period Affected

Army Personnel discharged November 1, 1912 to January 1, 1960

Navy Personnel discharged September 25, 1947 to January 1, 1964

(with names alphabetically after Hubbard, James E.)

After the fire, the staff started saving every scrap of burned paper and ash.

Now, they are dealing with the monumental task of preserving what they can,

given what they have left.  The Preservation Center housed within this facility is

world class.  Not only are they preserving the current records, but there are

individuals assigned to recover vital information from the ash and scraps left

over from the fire.  It is truly amazing what these archivists are doing to recover

these records and doing it successfully!

The National Archives at St. Louis is a truly phenomenal archive.  This short

article has only scratched the surface of what this facility holds for the genealogical

researcher.  It is one that I am still exploring and I would suggest that you visit

their website: www.archives.gov/st-louis.   I would also suggest that you contact

Wanda Williams, Archivist, National Archives at St. Louis, (314)801-9313 or

Wanda.Williams@nara.gov to have your name placed on a contact list for the

next researcher forum at the Archive.  At these forums, you can gather information

on what files are available for research and also meet the staff.

As always, we invite you to visit us at the Family History Center located at

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, 12368 Roberson Road, Litchfield,

Illinois.

We look forward to meeting all of you at the Owl Creek Gazette’s Second

Saturday Series on September 14, 2-3pm.  I will be presenting the tools of

beginning genealogy and will include a review of the Pedigree Chart, Family

Group Sheet and the Relationship Chart.  I will be joined by other Family History

Consultants from our library who will give a quick look at familysearch.org and

the depth of its resources. We will also be presenting the new on-line “Wiki” for

genealogists. Please let Jan know if you’ll be attending so we bring enough

genealogical forms.  We’d like everyone to have a starter kit.

Genealogy Series: The National Archives at St. Louis
by Ray Litzau

Elm Point Beaver
Jerry

Chapman

Plants

Shrubs Pruning

Stonework

Wall Crack Injection
Sump Pump Installation

Underground Downspout Kits

217-537
3018

Landscape &
Nursery

CALL
Basement Water
Control System

The 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of every month at the Owl Creek Gazette

office at 208 S. Second Street in Greenville, IL from 7-8:30pm.

August 7, 2013:

“By the Shores of Silver Lake”

by Laura Ingalls Wilder

August 21, 2013:

“Food, Inc” (Documentary)
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The public is invited to a fantastic weekend of top-notch speakers, fellowship,

great food and loads of fun including a very relevant debate on the proper foreign

policy of the US, an enticing mixture of intellectual stimulation and good times

for freedom loving individuals at the annual Libertarian Party of Illinois

convention on the weekend of September 20-22. The theme of the convention is

“The Roots of Liberty.”

The convention is highlighted by best-selling author, economist and historian,

Thomas Woods, who will be the Saturday night banquet speaker. He is a senior

fellow of the Ludwig von Mises Institute and creator of Tom Woods’s Liberty

Classroom. He holds a bachelor’s degree in history from Harvard and his master’s,

M.Phil., and Ph.D. from Columbia University. Woods has appeared on CNBC,

MSNBC, FOX News Channel, FOX Business Network, C-SPAN, and Bloomberg

Television, among other outlets, and has been a guest on hundreds of radio

programs, including National Public Radio, the Dennis Miller Show, the Michael

Reagan Show, the Dennis Prager Show, and the Michael Medved Show. He is a

regular fill-in host on The Peter Schiff Show.

Dr. Mary Ruwart, author of the best-selling book, Healing our World, will

be the keynote speaker on Saturday morning. She will speak on “Why Liberty is

the Only Solution to the Health Care Crisis.”

Friday night opens the convention and is free and open to the public with

complimentary hors d’oeuvres and a cash bar. Famed Austrian economist Robert

Murphy will lead a freedom karaoke. This promises to  be great fun and a great

opener to such an exciting convention. Murphy will also speak on Saturday

afternoon refuting Keynesian economics (a true oxymoron), with his speech

entitled, Teaching Keynesians Real Economics. Robert Murphy is an adjunct

scholar and frequent speaker at the Ludwig von Mises Institute, and the author

of a 7th-10th grade textbook, Lessons for the Young Economist.

Saturday luncheon speaker is Radley Balko, former senior editor of Reason

magazine, and current senior writer for the Huffington Post website. Radley has

been chronicling the increasing militarization of the police in America, and has

just released his new book, America’s Warrior Cops and the Militarization of

Main Street. His speech is entitled, “Police-state America?”

The Sunday brunch speaker is Steve Horwitz. He is a Charles A. Dana

Professor at St. Lawrence University in Canton, New York, and the author of

Microfoundations and Macroeconomics: An Austrian Perspective. He will talk

on “Engaging Progressives with Libertarian Solutions.”

Saturday afternoon will feature a debate on foreign policy that is always a

hot topic between libertarians and conservatives alike. Is interventionism the

best way to protect America, or are Aemricans much better off with a non-

interventionist foreign policy? A couple of attorneys affiliated with the Heartland

Institute, Bruno Behrend, and David Applegate will take on the interventionist

side, long-time libertarian activist and 16 year radio talk show host, Kenneth

Prazak will team up with R. Lee Wrights, recent candidate for the Libertarian

nomination for President, to support the non-interventionist side.

The program is rounded up on Saturday with Libertarian National Committee

member, Dianna Visek, speaking on “Dealing with Drones,” and R. Lee Wrights

and his campaign manager for the presidential nomination, Thomas Hill will

discuss the concept of “Nullification.”

The convention takes place at the Bollingbrook Holiday Inn, a few minutes

away from I-55, in that far southwest suburb of the Chicago metro area. The

location is 205 Remington Blvd., Bollingbrook, IL, 60440. The hotel phone is

630-679-1600. When making reservations with the hotel, use the code “LPC”

for a convention discount.

The cost for the whole convention is only $190, which includes all speakers

and all meals. For a basic package that covers all speakers but no meals, the cost

is only $100. A la carte pricing is also available. To sign up for the convention or

for more information, go to the Libertarian Party of Illinois website at

www.lpillinois.org.

Outstanding Speakers Headline “The Roots of Liberty” Convention

Libertarian Party of Illinois
Minimum Government - Maximum Freedom

Join Lovers of Liberty

at the LP Illinois

“The Roots of Liberty”

ConConConConConvvvvventionentionentionentionention

Keynote Speaker

THOMAS WOODS

LPIllinois.org   PO Box 454, Lemont, IL 60439   (312) 841-7761

Inside the Outside: Tomato Stakes by Joe Pracht

Everyone who grows vegetables seems to always plants tomatoes. They put them in and wait

patiently for the day they can pick them and enjoy their distinctive taste.

Because tomato plants can grow large in size and become a bushie type plant, most gardeners use the

typical tomato cage. And that's alright. It works pretty good in most cases, though many times tomato

plants outgrow the cage and the wire can't support the plant after the tomatoes grow to be quite large.

In the old days before the availability of all these different support methods were on the market, my

father used tree branches. He would collect limbs and branches that fell from the neiborhoods’ many

trees and break or cut them into different sizes to conform to the plant’s size. From the main branch

other smaller limbs grow, making a multi-forked stabilizing prop. Sharpen the end of the branch and lift on the tomato plant,

shove the branchy end into the limbs of your tomato plant then stick the sharpened end into the ground. You will soon be

supprized at how well it works and you'll also be able to re-adjust them as your plant grows. There are several other benefits to

using branches. Cages are made of metal and in the summer sun can collect heat and be hard on the plant. Tree branches are wood

and doesn't cause that problem. The thing I really like about them is they’re free!  And after your growing season is done you can burn them and they’re gone. Metal

cages have to be stored, taking up space that you might not have. Give this method a try, you'll find out that this is a fantastic way to support your tomatoes.

author of “Who Killed the Constitution” and “Meltdown”
https://www.facebook.com/events/161031724049822/

Sept. 20-22 - Bollingbrook, IL

FROM ONE GENIUS TO AN- OTHER

FROM ONE GENIUS TO ANOTHER,

HAS THE BEST PRICES ON

Starting at $199

2024 Progress West, Vandalia, IL

618-283-9700

H2O HEATERS!

222 E Harris Greenville, IL

618-664-3682

“Look for the Fire

Breathing Dragon”



Owl Creek Gazette Community Calender

Aug 1-6

Aug 1-7

Aug 3

Aug 4

Aug 4

Aug 7

Aug 9

Aug 9

Aug 10

Aug 11

Aug 17

Aug 18

Aug 21

Aug 25

Aug 25

Aug 27

Sept 7

Sept 20-22

Bond County Fair, Fair Grounds, Greenville, IL

National Simplify Your Life Week

Jan and Don on Saturday Night Radio 89.5FM, Streaming Live WGRN.net 7:30pm

Red Tent Meeting, Terra Mater Botanicals 216 S. Second Street, Greenville, IL

www.meetup.com/RedTentGreenville, See page 5 for more details. 1-4pm

“Creekside with Don and Jan” podcast on owlcreekradio.podomatic.com, 7pm

OCG Books and More Club, Discussion of the book, ““By the Shores of Silver Lake”

by Laura Ingalls Wilder, Little House Series, Owl Creek Gazette, 208 South Second

St., Greenville, IL 7pm-8:30pm

Tri-County Beekeepers Association meeting, Our Redeemer Lutheran Church, 1540

E. St. Rt. 140, Greenville, IL, 7pm

Bond-Fayette County Libertarian Meeting, Owl Creek Gazette office, 208 S.

Second St. Greenville, IL www.meetup.com/libertarian-316 6pm-8pm

“Seed Saving, Storing, and Swapping” presentation, Second Saturday Series, Details

on page 7, 2-3pm

“Creekside with Don and Jan” podcast on owlcreekradio.podomatic.com, 7pm

National Thrift Store Day

“Creekside with Don and Jan” podcast on owlcreekradio.podomatic.com, 7pm

OCG Books & More Club, Discussion of the movie “Food, Inc” (Documentary)

Owl Creek Gazette, 208 South Second St., Greenville, IL 7pm-8:30pm

Peace Vigil, Corner of 4th and Franklin, Greenville, IL 2-3pm

“Creekside with Don and Jan” podcast on owlcreekradio.podomatic.com, 7pm

Greenville Garden Club, at the home of Marlene Payne, at 223 North Dewey Street

Pat Kious will speak on shade gardens 6:00pm

AUGUST 2013

SEPTEMBER 2013

 Editors’ Note: As some dates, times and locations of events may be subject to change without

notice,  it may be advisable to contact the event organizer to verify information.

122 East Main Street Belleville, llinois  618-277-2550

EVERYTHING FOR THE HOME BREWER,
WINE MAKER AND DISTILLER

PLUS Garden Starters, Gourmet Olive Oils,
Rubs, Marinades, Handmade Soaps,

Essential Oils and MORE!

Mon: 10-6,  Tue - Fri: 10-5,  Sat: 10:-4

happyhophomebrew.com

nnnnn Repair

nnnnn Refurbish

nnnnn Repurpose
nnnnn Remember ...

208 S. 2nd
Greenville, IL

Tues-Fri: 1:30 to 5:30
Extended Wed Hours: 1:30-7:30

Saturdays: 10 to 3
Closed Sun & MonCall Don at:

618-580-8779

Don’s Uniques
and Repairs

“Don’t throw it away, let Don look at it”
We would love to hear from you ...

Please email or write to us with your ideas for articles, future events for our

Second Saturday Series, interviews, and more!  Also share with us any of

your own experiences, recipes and tips for self-reliant living.

Our publication is for you, and in part, by you ... from us to you!

Thanks for all your continuing feedback and support.

Don and Jan Stover

An open invite to our readers!

208 S. 2nd Greenville IL 62246 - jan@owlcreekgazette.com - 618-580-8766

“The world is a dangerous place to live;

not because of the people that are evil,

but because of the people who don't do

anything about it.”    --  Albert Einstein

 Shank Real Estate Inc.
Steve Shank, managing broker

1000 South Third St.  Greenville,IL

(618) 664-0005

Freedom Fest - Keller Convention center, Effingham, IL Details on page 16.  6-10pm

Libertarian Party of Illinois, “Roots of Liberty’ Convention, Bollingbrook, IL - Details

on page 13

To share your September Events with our readers,

email them to us at jan@owlcreekgazette.com

Your Business Card

Should be Here!

Visit www.owlcreekgazette.com

for our Ad and Subscription Rates



The Side Project is a
weekly Monday night
podcast devoted to
libertarian thought,
with a Midwest flavor.
Join hosts Jim Goebel &
Lec Zorn on:
RADIOFUBAR.COM
Click the “Listen Live” link.

LIVE! Mondays at 7PM on RADIOFUBAR.COM

Owl Creek Gazette Classified Ads

FOR SALE: 80’s era SnapOn tool chest in great

condition. $400 OBO.  Box contains 6 mini draw-

ers (2 rows of 3), 2 shallow drawers & 1 deep

drawer. Photos emailed on request. In Litchfield.

Call 217-851-2716 Leave Message.

OAK RIDGE MASSAGE is accepting appoint-

ments.  Located at 112 S. Second (w/ Trimmerz

Salon) in Greenville - $30 for 30 minutes / $55

per hour. Call 618-267-6773 and book your

theraputic massage.

CANNING JARS for sale.  Quart size $0.20 each

and pints $0.10 Each.  Hundreds available. Call

Nancy at 217-272-4442

MULBERRY GROVE MARKET
125 N. Maple Street,  Mulberry Grove, IL

OPEN

Monday-Saturday 8am-6pm

 Sunday 9am-1pm
l Daily Lunch Specials  l Deli and Meat Counter

CLIP THIS OUT and BRING IN

 for $1 OFF a $20 Purchase

Cedarbrook Campgrounds

Mulberry Grove, IL

618-326-8865

www.cedarbrookrvpark.com

Free Wi-Fi

Cabins

Laundry

Pool & Fishing Lake

CASH PAID FOR DIABETIC TEST STRIPS !!!
ANY TYPE OR BRAND

UP TO $10 A BOX

1 PAY CASH!

YOUR EXTRAS CAN GO TO

DIABETICS WHO REALLY NEED THEM

RON CLARK

P.O. BOX 502

LITCHFIELD, IL 62056

217-556-3398

“Helping Diabetics Since 2009”

TIRED OF POLITICS AS USUAL? Check out

the Bond-Fayette County Libertarians! Chapter

meeting held Friday, August 9th at the Owl Creek

Gazette (208 South Second Street, Greenville, IL)

6pm-8pm. More info online at www.meetup.com/

libertarian-316/

HELP WANTED independent sales rep for the

Owl Creek Gazette in Bond and surrounding coun-

ties.  Call Jan at 618-580-8766

NEED A LIFT? MORE ENDURANCE? Try

BioStrath, a Swiss herbal/yeast nutritional

supplement, made from all natural raw

ingredients, free from artificial colors, flavors,

preservatives. Available at the Sunshine House

Health Food Store, 420 W. Gallatin, Vandalia, IL,

618-283-0888.

Just send us your name and address
 along with your check or money order

(and any specific info)
to:

Owl Creek Gazette
208 South Second Street

Greenville, IL 62246
Hurry - R

ates are going up!

You’ll find this on the Classified Ads tab on

our website www.owlcreekgazette.com.

Just fill in the form and check the number

of months to run.  It’s that simple.  Your

credit card transaction is safe and secure with

PayPal!



Here’s Some of What’s Coming in

the August 2013 Issue!

Accurate Home Care
Beaver Basement Water Control System
Cedarbrook Campground
Don’s Uniques and Repairs
Dothager Independent IT Consulting
Elm Point Landscape and Nursery
Excel Bottling Company
Freedom Fest
Frye Pottery
Happy Hop Homebrew
Kaskaskia Supply
Libertarian Party of Illinois
Mulberry Grove Market
PlexusSlim
Ron Clark’s Diabetic Test Strips
Shank Real Estate/ Bond Co.Farmers Market
State Finance
Sunshine House Health Food Store
Terra Mater Botanicals
The Side Project
Tick Tock Energy, Inc
True Value

Native American Day

... and More!

Autumnal Equinox

Don’s Uniques & Repairs Hours:
 Tuesday-Friday: 1:30pm to 5:30pm

with Extended Hours on Wed 1:30pm to 7:30pm
Saturdays 10am to 3pm, Closed Sunday and Monday

WE SELL ...

“Man-tiques” & One-of-a-Kinds including:

Vintage and Restored Cameras, Radios, Clocks, Reel to

Reel Audio, Film Projectors,

Guitars, Record Players,  Gibson & Fender Amplifiers,

etc...

“Don’t throw it away,
let Don look at it”

Call Don aCall Don aCall Don aCall Don aCall Don at 618-580-8779t 618-580-8779t 618-580-8779t 618-580-8779t 618-580-8779

WE REPAIR ... radios, clocks, lamps,

mixers, blenders, guitars, flat screen TVs, record play-

ers, tape players & more!

Grandparents Day

Fall Hat Month

Please support our adveriters as they make

it possible for us to bring you the

Owl Creek Gazette FREE of Charge!

DON’S UNIQUES

         ...  AND REPAIRS

208 South Second Street
in Downtown Greenville, IL

And be sure to tell  these good folks you saw

their ad in the Owl Creek Gazette!


